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Outline

• ESMF overview

• Grid conventions and you!

• Gridspec

• New ESMF features: Gridspec

• UGrid

• New ESMF features: UGrid

• Exciting conclusion!



ESMF overview

• Breaks model into components

• Provides standard infrastructure

• Provides many utilities

• Because we're working with grids, 
the most relevant utility is regridding:

– Integrated

– File-based off-line
• ESMF_RegridWeightGen



ESMF overview

• Encourages interaction and collaboration between agencies, research 
centers and universities:

– Easier to collaborate and exchange model components

– Easier to visualize and compare results

– Easier to save time and efforts by reusing code



Grid conventions and you

• Allows easier sharing, analyzing, remapping, visualization and inter-
comparing of data and results between modeling efforts

• Provides easy access to metadata describing the grids and methods 
used

• Communal efforts

Image credit: xkcd.com





Gridspec



New ESMF support for 
Gridspec

 1D-4D

 Corner or center staggering

 Write user-specified (with all above options) single-patch tile-mosaic-
host file trios

 Read single-patch Gridspec format netCDF grid files and create ESMF 
Grid objects



Testing Gridspec support

• Gridspec file generation:
– Create 1-4D single-patch tile-mosaic-host trios for both stagger 

locations

– Check coordinate information

– If that runs smoothly, then...

• ESMF Grid generation from Gridspec files:
– Create ESMF Grid objects from the files written in the previous step

– Check coordinate information

Make Gridspec
files from 

ESMF Grid 
objects

Make Grid
objects from

Gridspec files



UGrid

• Proposed CF convention for 
unstructured grids [2]

• All coordinate and connectivity 
information stored in one 
netCDF file

Example unstructured grid



UGrid



New ESMF support for 
UGrid

• 2D and 3D

• Read UGrid file, create ESMF 
Mesh object



Testing UGrid support

• Created 2D UGrid-conformant test mesh

• Use ESMF Mesh utilities to check mesh properties match
– Connectivity

– Coordinate information

Make UGrid
mesh file

Make Mesh
objects from

UGrid file



Now possible...

• Easily create ESMF Grid object from a Gridspec format file
– Users may access ESMF utilities such as regridding

• Easily write ESMF Grid object to a Gridspec-conformant file, including 
mosaic and host files

– Users of the ESMF may easily output data or grid definitions into this 
convention

• Easily create ESMF Mesh object from a UGrid format file
– Users may access ESMF utilities such as regridding

• Allows users of the ESMF to work with these upcoming grid conventions, 
encouraging collaboration by making it easy to share information, 
analyze, inter-compare and visualize results



Future work

• Extend Gridspec support to multi-patch mosaics and multi-mosaic 
hosts

• Extend Gridspec support to higher dimensions

• Add Gridspec and UGrid formats as options to 
ESMF_RegridWeightGen application
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ESMF overview

		Breaks model into components





		Provides standard infrastructure





		Provides many utilities





		Because we're working with grids, 

the most relevant utility is regridding:

		Integrated

		File-based off-line

		ESMF_RegridWeightGen
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ESMF overview

		Encourages interaction and collaboration between agencies, research centers and universities:

		Easier to collaborate and exchange model components

		Easier to visualize and compare results

		Easier to save time and efforts by reusing code
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Grid conventions and you

		Allows easier sharing, analyzing, remapping, visualization and inter-comparing of data and results between modeling efforts

		Provides easy access to metadata describing the grids and methods used

		Communal efforts
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Gridspec
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New ESMF support for Gridspec

		1D-4D

		Corner or center staggering





		Write user-specified (with all above options) single-patch tile-mosaic-host file trios











		Read single-patch Gridspec format netCDF grid files and create ESMF Grid objects
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Testing Gridspec support



		Gridspec file generation:

		Create 1-4D single-patch tile-mosaic-host trios for both stagger locations

		Check coordinate information

		If that runs smoothly, then...





		ESMF Grid generation from Gridspec files:

		Create ESMF Grid objects from the files written in the previous step

		Check coordinate information









Make Gridspec

files from 

ESMF Grid 

objects

Make Grid

objects from

Gridspec files









07/19/11

*











UGrid

		Proposed CF convention for unstructured grids [2]





		All coordinate and connectivity information stored in one netCDF file



Example unstructured grid
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UGrid
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New ESMF support for UGrid

		2D and 3D





		Read UGrid file, create ESMF Mesh object
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Testing UGrid support

		Created 2D UGrid-conformant test mesh





		Use ESMF Mesh utilities to check mesh properties match

		Connectivity

		Coordinate information









Make UGrid

mesh file

Make Mesh

objects from

UGrid file
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Now possible...

		Easily create ESMF Grid object from a Gridspec format file

		Users may access ESMF utilities such as regridding





		Easily write ESMF Grid object to a Gridspec-conformant file, including mosaic and host files

		Users of the ESMF may easily output data or grid definitions into this convention





		Easily create ESMF Mesh object from a UGrid format file

		Users may access ESMF utilities such as regridding





		Allows users of the ESMF to work with these upcoming grid conventions, encouraging collaboration by making it easy to share information, analyze, inter-compare and visualize results
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Future work

		Extend Gridspec support to multi-patch mosaics and multi-mosaic hosts





		Extend Gridspec support to higher dimensions





		Add Gridspec and UGrid formats as options to ESMF_RegridWeightGen application
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